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Background 
HELCOM MARITIME 14-2014 established a Correspondence Group between the HELCOM Contracting 

Parties in order to consider the effective dates for the special area requirements under Annex IV of 

MARPOL to be included in the notification to IMO MEPC 68.  

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to:  

 consider the interim results of the CG on dates 

 consider the status of consultation on effective dates 

 consider the possibility to submit the notification document to IMO MEPC 68. 
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Interim report from the Correspondence Group concerning effective dates of the Special Area 

requirements under Annex IV of MARPOL  

 

Proposal regarding notification to IMO on the Baltic Sea area as a Special Area under MARPOL ANNEX IV 

 

Background 

 

The special area requirements under MARPOL Annex IV, which entered into force 1st of January 2013, will 

only take effect upon receipt of sufficient notifications on the availability of adequate reception facilities from 

Parties to MARPOL Annex IV whose coastlines border the relevant special area (regulation 13.2 of the revised 

MARPOL Annex IV). 

At the 14th meeting of HELCOM MARITIME the Committee took note of the status quo of the draft 

notification document to IMO regarding the Baltic Sea area as a Special Area under MARPOL Annex IV and 

also recalled that HELCOM 35 agreed in principle to submit the notification on adequacy of port reception 

facilities for passenger vessels' sewage in the Baltic Sea to IMO MEPC 67. Furthermore, the Meeting noted 

that the issue will be kept on MEPC 68th agenda, which makes it important that the notification is submitted 

to MEPC 68 at the latest. The deadline for submitting bulky documents to IMO MEPC 68 is 6 February 2015. 

It was also highlighted that in order to ascertain the predictability of industry and to retain the credibility of 

HELCOM Contracting States in IMO it is important to complete the work.  

Confirmations regarding adequacy of port reception facilities and readiness to submit the notification to IMO 

have been received from six Contracting Parties, Estonia, Denmark, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania and Sweden. 

Poland, Germany and Russia have not formally agreed yet to submit the notification to IMO.  

In order to facilitate further work the Committee decided to establish a Correspondence Group that will 

consider the effective dates of application of the special area regulations and submit an interim report to 

HELCOM HOD 47. 
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Proposed effective dates of the application of the Special Area requirements under MARPOL Annex IV to 

be included in the notification to IMO and other relevant matters 

 

The key issue of the Special Area regulations under MARPOL Annex IV is the effective dates of the application. 

According to the regulation 13.2 of MARPOL Annex IV “Upon receipt of sufficient notifications in accordance 

to paragraph 1 of this regulation, the Organization shall establish a date from which the requirements of 

regulation 11.3 in respect of the area in question shall take effect.”  

There is nothing that prevents HELCOM Contracting Parties to submit the notification to IMO without 

specifying any effective dates, from which the special area requirements shall take effect. In this case, 

however, IMO itself will establish a date from which the requirements shall be effective.  

The Correspondence Group discussed the issue and the following comments were made.  

Since the notification has to be made 12 months prior to the entry into force of the implementation dates, 

the current dates would need to be modified. Sweden suggested the following effective dates from which 

the discharge of sewage from passenger ships within a special area shall be prohibited:  

For new passenger ships – on or after 1 June 2016, 

For existing passenger ships – on or after 1 June 2018. 

Some countries supported the proposal, but there was no unanimous agreement in the group regarding this 

dates. 

Poland pointed out the importance of ongoing studies on sewage composition conducted by CLIA and Port 

of Stockholm and proposed that the results of these studies and the decision on proposing specific dates are 

considered by HELCOM Contracting Parties via correspondence before end of January 2015. Another 

important issue that needs to be finalised at the same time is the “HELCOM overview on port reception 

facilities for sewage in the Baltic Sea area and related trends in passenger traffic”. After these issues are 

discussed the finalization of possible submission to MEPC by 31 January 2015 will be considered.  

The Russian Federation drew attention to the necessity to further clarify some technical aspects of the 

possibility for some passenger ships, particularly smaller passenger ships, to implement more stringent 

requirements for sewage water treatment. For a final decision concerning the effective dates of the 

application of "special area" requirements under Annex IV of MARPOL it is useful to analyze the routes of 

passenger ships, using the relevant information from CLIA, to ensure the preservation and increase in the 

future shipping in the Baltic Sea area. 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to consider the interim report from the Correspondence Group addressing the 

effective dates for the special area regulations and the possibility to submit the notification document to IMO 

MEPC 68 (May 2015). 

 


